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Northlea United Church 
In the community. For the community. 
125 Brentcliffe Road, Toronto, ON, M4G 3Y7   
www.northleaunited.ca     416-425-5252     
office@northleaunited.ca 

 
  

   Welcome to Northlea! Northlea is proud to be a safe space and 
accessible for those with mobility assists such as wheelchairs, and scooters. 
We welcome pets, and invite you to bring your coffee to service! If we can 
help improve your experience by providing you with assisted hearing 
devices, a large print hymn book or large print order of service, we have 
them – just ask one of our Welcomers. 
   Infants, toddlers, and children are welcome as part of our worship in 
the sanctuary! Following the first part of the service each Sunday, many of 
our children and youth go with their leaders to “Cool Church.” Children who 
are visiting are invited to join in! 
    After the service, everyone reconnects in the Community Room over 
refreshments. We encourage everyone to wear name tags, so if you don’t 
have one, and would like one, please let one of our Welcomers know. 

  
Thank You for Helping with Today’s Service: 

  

Welcoming: Joanne and Jamie Procunier 
Reading: Rita Donelan 

Serving Communion: Lee-Ann Ahlstrom and Jo Dullard 
Sound Technician: Doug Joyce 

Kitchen Hospitality: Susane Orlowski and Anthony Policicchio 
  

If you are interested in volunteering to help with Sunday Morning Ministries, 
please contact Barb Ferguson in the church office or sign up on the sheets 

posted outside on the Welcome Board. 
    

Minister:  Lee-Ann Ahlstrom lee-ann@northleaunited.ca 
Music Director:  David Jafelice david@northleaunited.ca 

Administrative Coordinator:  Barb Ferguson   barb@northleaunited.ca 
Facility Manager: Robert Pringle     building@northleaunited.ca 

Cool Church Coordinator: Daniel Stefan   danielstefanmusic@gmail.com 
Youth Leader: Jo Dullard   jo@northleaunited.ca 

 

http://www.northleaunited.ca/
mailto:jo@northleaunited.ca
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Northlea United Church 

January 21, 2018 

Minister - Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 
Music Director - David Jafelice 

 

 (*) Please stand if you are comfortable and able. 
Bold letters indicate words to be said by the whole congregation. 

Please ask one of our greeters if you would like a large- print bulletin, 
 a large-print hymn book or an assisted hearing device. 

 

̴ Gathering   ̴ 
 

 
Prelude  

Before or during the prelude you are welcome to come to the front and light a 
candle and/or enter your prayer requests in the book provided. Your prayers 
can be included in the prayers of the people during the service. 

  
Welcome 
 
*Gathering Hymn:  O God Beyond All Praising Voices United #256 
 
Announcements, Joys and Concerns 
 
Call to Worship:     
 We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world, 

and so we mix our worship and our work, 
our faith and our life. 

       We gather as people who live in the world and yet, 
we gather as people who have been called to see the world 
from a different viewpoint. 

       God calls us to be part of a community, 
challenging us to consider questions of priority 
as we engage with the world 

       We gather together, 
with open hearts, minds and eyes,  
to see more deeply, 
to live in the world 
and to challenge the ways of the world. 

     We gather together in the way of Christ.   
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Story and Lighting of the Christ Candle  
The peace of Christ be with you all.  

        And also with you. 
 
Greetings of Peace - The congregation is invited to share the peace of 
Christ with one another. The children and youth will leave for their Cool 
Church listening and learning time. 
 

Sung Response:   Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary   
     More Voices #18 
 

Opening Prayer:  
 O Divine Creator, 
 Unless it is You who builds the house, 
  those who build it, labour in vain.  
 Unless You watch over the city, 
  the watchers stay awake in vain. 
 For it is in cooperating with You  
  from morning to evening, 
  eating the bread of Life and Grace, 
   that we rest in peace through the night.  
 And so we come with reverence  

for the sacred gift of life that nourishes all. 
 Help us grow in wisdom, 
  abandoning ourselves to the Spirit of Love! 
 Open us and imprint Love’s gifts upon our hearts! 
 O, Divine Spirit, make your home within us, 
   so that we do not wander this life in vain.  

(Revised version of Psalm 127 from Nan C. Merrill’s Psalms for Praying) 
   

The Lord’s Prayer:        
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us away 
from temptation, and deliver us from evil: for thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
̴ Listening   ̴ 

 

*Hymn:   Seek Ye First the Kingdom Voices United #356 
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Prayer for Understanding: 
Holy One, we pray that by the power of your Holy Spirit you  
will open our hearts and our minds to your mystery and grace.     
Guide us to the truth and wisdom we most need to hear,  
as we listen for your still small voice in our sacred story.  Amen.  

 

Reading:  John 2:13-25 
Response: 
     In this reading we hear God’s voice. 

The Spirit is still speaking, thanks be to God. 
 

Message:  Turning the Tables 
 

Anthem:  Let Justice Roll Like a River Marty Haugen 
 

̴ Responding   ̴ 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory Music 
 

*Offertory Response:  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow. 
     Voices United #541 
 

*Offertory Prayer: 
God of grace, we hear your call to generous giving in the way 
you meet our needs each day, and in the peace you give which 
passes understanding. Having received so much, we offer all  
we have, our time, talents and treasure for your kingdom.  
Bless these gifts for the work of your church. Amen.  

 
̴ Sacrament of Holy Communion   ̴ 

 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Hymn:  Bread of Life, Feed My Soul  More Voices #194 
 

Communion Prayers 
God is with us! 
 We are not alone! 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to our Creator. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
you our thanks and praise, O God! 
 

You created the world by speaking life into being. You placed within us 
and within each plant and animal of your creation amazing abilities to 
form and nurture new life, so that your creation might be renewed, 
reborn, season by season, child by child. 
 

You covenanted with your people and gave them Law that showed the 
way of Life – a path of peace, justice, mercy, reverence, love. 
You provided wise men and women as judges for your people to show 
them the path to Life. 
 

You called forth prophets who dared to speak the truth of Life to worldly 
powers that promoted death. 
 

You sent Jesus, your Son, to walk in the way of Life — that we might 
follow. He suffered and died because of his refusal to participate in the 
death-dealing violence of the world. He rose again in victory because the 
powers of death cannot overcome the Divine power of Life. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

♪ Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus and Benedictus) More Voices #203 
 

You are holy, O God of Life, and holy is Jesus Christ, your Son,  
the resurrected One. 
 

You sent your only-begotten, in whom your fullness dwells, 
to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. 
Revealing your love, radiating your life, Jesus taught those who listened 
to him, healed those who believed in him, received all who sought him. 
 

He enacted peace in the midst of violence, love in the face of hate, he 
offered Divine Life to all people suffering under worldly forces of death. 
 

We thank you, God, for the incredible gift of Jesus,  
the Word made flesh. 
 

Through his resurrection Life you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,  
and made us a new people. 
 

It is as the renewed, redeemed, enlivened people of God 
that we gather this morning and remember . . .  
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The Bread 
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat. This my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
The Cup 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

We do remember.  
We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and 
his rising to life again.  
 

In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
♪ Memorial Acclamation  More Voices #204 
 

 Longing to experience and share 
 the fullness of Life that you offer, 
 we take these gifts that you have given us,  
 this bread and this cup, 
 and celebrate with joy the eternal Life offered to us  
 through Jesus Christ. 
 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
and upon these your gifts of bread and cup. 
 

By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ and with all who seek to 
follow in his life-giving way, that we may further your reign of peace  
and justice in every place. 
 

In the eating of this bread, as the substance of Christ’s teachings,  
and in the sharing of this cup, as Christ’s passionate love, 
we invite your life to fill us; 
we invite your Spirit to lead us ever more faithfully  
to be the body of Christ in the world. 
 

All glory and honor are yours, eternal God, now and forever.  
As we prepare to eat the meal, let us share together the proclamation of 
our faith: 
 



7 
 

♪ Great Amen   More Voices #205 
 

Sharing the meal  
(Our communion is gluten free. We invite you to come forward to receive. If you 
are unable to come forward we will be happy to serve you in your seat. Please 
indicate your preference to our ushers.)  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy, gracious, God, 
Here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. 
We have rested in the depth of your love; 
We have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; 
We accept your Spirit into our bodies, into our lives. 
Together, at this table, you have offered us life. 
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer. 
And we give you thanks. 

 

*Closing Hymn:  Your Hand, O God, Has Guided Voices United #274 
      (Verses 1, 2 & 5) 
*Commissioning   
 
*Sung Benediction: 

 
 
Postlude 
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Upcoming 
  

Bible Study - Lee-Ann will be leading 
Bible discussions on Mondays in the 
Community Room.  Everyone is 
welcome.  

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Jan 22 - Mark 1:21-28 
Jan 29 - Mark 1:29-39 
Feb 5 – No Bible Study 

Staff Meeting Tuesdays at 11:00 am  

Round Table Strategic Visioning  Wednesday, Jan 24, 6 - 9 pm 

Arts Circle Thursday, Jan 25 – 1:30 pm  

Ministry & Personnel Thursday, Jan 25 - 2 pm 

Choir Practice Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

  
Update on Strategic Vision Project (Merger Phase 2) can be found on 
NewsBites.  Copies are also posted on the bulletin board just outside of 
the church office. 

 

Faith and Democracy Lunch and Learn 
February 4th from 12 pm to 2 pm 

 

     This is an opportunity for members of the community to connect, 
reflect on, and discuss what democracy in our context means and how 
we can participate in it from a secular and a faith perspective. It will help 
those participating to identify their own strategies for serving the world 
given the many challenges facing democratic societies today. 
 

     Our guest facilitator, Steve Dart, studied History and Political Science 
at the University of Toronto and earned an M.A. in History from York 
University. He was a teacher of History and Social Science at both Earl 
Haig Secondary School and at A. Y. Jackson Secondary School, where he 
was Head of the Social Science Department. He now works part-time as 
an substitute teacher for the Toronto District School Board. He is an avid 
follower of current events and political developments at the local, 
national and international level. 
 

     Please let the church office know if you plan to attend this event!  
There is a sign up sheet posted just outside the office door, or you can 
email to office@northleaunited.ca, or phone 416-425-5252. 
 

mailto:office@northleaunited.ca
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RETREAT UPDATE: “PARIS IN THE SPRING” 
THEME: New Life --- New Beginnings 

 
     Join us as we grow spiritually through a variety of activities (drum 
making and drumming circle, vespers, hikes, photography, labyrinth 
walking, singing, drawing, poetry, meditation, Taize, healing stone 
painting, yoga, zoomba, indoor and outdoor games, and even a 
campfire).  If you would like to lead any of these activities, or suggest 
another, please let Marnie or Lee-Ann know. 
     With so many program ideas for community building and learning 
together, we would like to extend our stay to include Friday night.  Let us 
know if you need transportation.   
We are looking at having three meals catered; doing a breakfast, a 
barbecue and snacks  on our own.  Accommodations are in the main 
building: 22 bedrooms, twin beds, shared washrooms, and a variety of 
gathering rooms.   
     Most of the weekend will be subsidized.  We will suggest a nominal 
contribution toward meals.  Activities are being organized for all, 
including our children and youth.  Please sign up at the church office. 
 
CRC Lunch Program 
We have an opportunity to get involved with the Christian Resource 
Centre lunch program.  This is an opportunity to connect with others in 
the Regent Park Area.  Bev V. has organized an opportunity for those 
interested to car pool and visit the CRC on January 23rd, 2018 between 
11 am and 1 pm to learn what might be involved. If you would like to 
join this group, please contact Bev at b.vanstone@ bell.net   
  
Office Administrator Position 

We have posted for the position and the information is on the Northlea 
website.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in applying for 
this position, please have them refer to the website for the pertinent 
details. 
M&P Committee 

 

 Make a donation through Canada Helps by going to 

www.northleaunited.ca or by signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized 

Debit) through the church office. 

 


