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Northlea United Church 
In the community. For the community. 

125 Brentcliffe Road, Toronto, ON, M4G 3Y7   
www.northleaunited.ca     416-425-5252     
office@northleaunited.ca 
 
  

   Welcome to Northlea! Northlea is proud to be a safe space and accessible 
for those with mobility assists such as wheelchairs, and scooters. We welcome 
pets, and invite you to bring your coffee to service! If we can help improve 
your experience by providing you with assisted hearing devices, a large print 
hymn book or large print order of service, we have them – just ask one of our 
Welcomers. 
   Infants, toddlers, and children are welcome as part of our worship in the 
sanctuary! Following the first part of the service each Sunday, many of our 
children and youth go with their leaders to “Cool Church.” Children who are 
visiting are invited to join in! 
    After the service, everyone reconnects in the Community Room over 
refreshments. We encourage everyone to wear name tags, so if you don’t 
have one, and would like one, please let one of our Welcomers know. 

  
Thank You for Helping with Today’s Service: 

  

Welcoming: Diana and Roy Bennett 
Reading: Jackie Morris 

Sound Technician: Bev Vanstone 
Kitchen Hospitality: Rosalind and John Dekker 

  

If you are interested in volunteering to help out with Sunday Morning 
Ministries, please contact Barb Ferguson in the church office or sign up on the 

sheets posted outside on the Welcome Board. 
  

  

Minister:  Lee-Ann Ahlstrom lee-ann@northleaunited.ca 
Music Director:  David Jafelice david@northleaunited.ca 

Administrative Coordinator:  Barb Ferguson  barb@northleaunited.ca 
Facility Manager: Robert Pringle     building@northleaunited.ca 

Cool Church Coordinator: Daniel Stefan   danielstefanmusic@gmail.com 
Youth Leader: Jo Dullard   jo@northleaunited.ca 

 

Make a donation through Canada Helps by going to www.northleaunited.ca 
or by signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Debit) through the church office. 

http://www.northleaunited.ca/
mailto:jo@northleaunited.ca
http://www.northleaunited.ca/
http://www.northleaunited.ca/
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Northlea United Church 
January 7, 2018 

Minister - Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 
Music Director - David Jafelice 

 

 (*) Please stand if you are comfortable and able. 
Bold letters indicate words to be said by the whole congregation. 

Please ask one of our greeters if you would like a large- print bulletin, 
 a large-print hymn book or an assisted hearing device. 

 

̴ Gathering   ̴ 
 

Before or during the prelude you are welcome to come to the front and light a 
candle and/or enter your prayer requests in the book provided. Your prayers can be 

included in the prayers of the people during the service. 

 
Prelude   
 

Welcome 
 

*Gathering Hymn:  As with Gladness Men of Old Voices United #81 
 

Announcements, Joys and Concerns 
 

Call to Worship: 
 We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe  
 born in Bethlehem?' 
         We will find the Babe in the laughter of children,  

in the wisdom of grandparents. 
 We gather asking, 'where will we find the Child of Christmas?' 
         We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, 

where the oppressed are set free. 
 We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ  
        who has come for us?' 
       We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, 

where hatred is overwhelmed by love, 
where all people are overwhelmed by joy. 

 We gather to worship under the star of Bethlehem, ‘paying homage’  
   just as the Wisemen once did.  
 
Story and Lighting of the Christ Candle  

The peace of Christ be with you all.  
         And also with you. 
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Greetings of Peace - The congregation is invited to share the peace of 
Christ with one another. The children and youth will leave for their Cool 
Church listening and learning time. 
 
Sung Response: What Child Is This Voices United #74 
 
Opening Prayer:  

O God, our light, our beauty, our rest: 
   With the appearance of your Son 
 you have brought us into your new creation. 
    Form us into your people, and order our lives in you; 
 through Christ, the Living One.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer:        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us away 
from temptation, and deliver us from evil: for thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
̴ Listening   ̴ 

 
*Hymn:  Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Voices United #71 
 
Prayer for Understanding: 

Holy One, we pray that by the power of your Holy Spirit you  
will open our hearts and our minds to your mystery and grace.     
Guide us to the truth and wisdom we most need to hear,  
as we listen for your still small voice in our sacred story.  Amen.  

Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 
Response: 
     In this reading we hear God’s voice. 

The Spirit is still speaking, thanks be to God. 
 
Message:  Another Way Home 
 
Choir Anthem: Many are the Lightbeams  (from Voice United 588) 
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̴ Responding   ̴ 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Music 
 
Offertory Response:     Voices United #55  
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part, 
 yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 
 
*Offertory Prayer: 

God of grace, we hear your call to generous giving in the 
way you meet our needs each day, and in the peace you 
give which passes understanding. Having received so 
much, we offer all we have, our time, talents and treasure 
for your kingdom. Bless these gifts for the work of your 
church. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People: 
 
Closing Hymn:  Hark the Herald Angels Sing  Voices United #48 
 
*Commissioning  
 
*Sung Benediction:  Gloria Voices United #37 
 
Postlude 
 
Joyce and Roger Touw are thrilled to announce the marriage of their daughter 
Megan to Maciek Kaluba at our home on a snowy Christmas Eve. 
 
Memorial service celebrating Francess Halppenny’s life will be held on 
Monday March 26th, 2018 at Northlea United Church.  Visitation 10 a.m. 
service at 11:00 followed by a reception at the church. More about 
Francess’ life is posted just outside the Church Office. 
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A New Phase in Barb Ferguson’s Life      
Some of you may already know that Barb Ferguson is retiring from her 
position as Northlea’s Administrative Coordinator on March 30, 2018. 
Barb has been a dedicated, hard-working and creative member of 
Northlea’s staff team for over 15 years. She has provided enthusiastic and 
helpful support for four ministers and countless congregational members 
in her work life at Northlea. We have all become accustomed to the 
response “ask Barb” whenever we are trying to sort out a bit of Northlea 
history, determine the name of someone new in the congregation, find out 
where something important has been stored and many, many other such 
things. We are going to miss her always cheerful approach to solving a 
problem, her readiness to pitch in no matter what the task and her 
knowledge of the history of Northlea and its members. And while Barb is 
retiring from her job she promises that she is not retiring as a member of 
Northlea United. That is the good news! There will be an opportunity in 
March to express our gratitude to Barb for all her years of dedicated 
service and to wish her great happiness as she approaches this next 
chapter in her life. 
The Ministry and Personnel Committee 
 
CRC Lunch Program  
We have an opportunity to get involved with the Christian Resource 
Centre lunch program.  This is an opportunity to connect with others in 
the Regent Park Area.  Bev V. has organized an opportunity for those 
interested to car pool and visit the CRC on January 23rd, 2018 between 11 
am and 1 pm to learn what might be involved. If you would like to join this 
group, please contact Bev at b.vanstone@ bell.net   
 
Faith In The City 
Faith in the City is encouraging people of faith to stand up for a 2018 
Toronto budget that builds a more compassionate and just city.  As you 
may know, the City of Toronto released its preliminary budget on 
November 30. The draft budget fails to fund over $40 million in promised 
actions on poverty reduction, housing and other initiatives to help 
vulnerable people in our city. What can you do? More information is 
posted outside the Church Office or on their website: 
http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/ 
 

 


