
A Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Dear God, 
 As we approach Thanksgiving in Canada, I pray for people all around the 
world near and far, living in circumstances of crisis and pain. I pray for hearts and 
minds to be opened to the human responsibilities to care for all who are in need, 
and to remove the triggers that enable violence and destruction. I pray for 
compassion and peace everywhere.  

In all our communities I pray for those who are alone and feeling 
disconnected. I pray that your love and compassion will reach into their loneliness 
and bring them comfort. Knowing that families will be gathering this weekend, I 
pray for them to enjoy each other, to not take one another for granted but truly 
experience gratitude for the blessings of family, and friendship. I also know that 
there are families where there is separation and this weekend may bring to mind 
and heart, the pain of separation, the sadness from loss.  

Comfort us O God if we are suffering, and join us at our various tables, 
whether we are alone or with others. Whatever circumstances we are in, help us to 
notice the simple gifts and blessings of our lives and guide us to know how to share 
what we have with others who are in need. Open our eyes to opportunities to give 
and receive grace. Let this be our response to fear, violence, hate and isolation. Let 
this be our thanksgiving for the life you have gifted to us.  

 
Amen  
 
 
Merger Phase 2 Update 
  
  I’m excited to let you know that our Council approved a proposal from The 
Osborne Group, which describes a professionally led process to discern a strategic 
vision for Northlea. Jane Rounthwaite and Eric Preston have met with members of 
our Council to hear from us what the facilitation needs are for our process. Both 
congregations have already done considerable work on identifying and articulating 
a missional focus, but now is the time to flesh that out into a vision with some 
achievable goals. Once some realistic goals are identified we can then determine 
what resources are required to achieve those goals. Any financial resources needed, 
will be included in a proposal to the Finance and Property Committee of Toronto 
Southeast Presbytery, requesting release of funds from the former Bedford Park 
United Church assets. Our objective is to have this process completed, and a 
proposal drafted by April 2018. I am also pleased to convey that Doug Joyce, former 
Chair of Bedford Park United, has agreed to Chair the Phase 2 Team. We are 
delighted to have his support and commitment to the process. More information will 
come over the next few weeks but in the meantime feel free to be in touch with any 
questions.  
 
Thanksgiving Blessings, 
 



Lee-Ann 


