
 
 

 
 Welcome! A few things you should know about us: 
Expect to be greeted and welcomed! Expect to fit in if 

you bring your coffee or your pet with you. Expect the church to be a 
safe space and accessible for those with mobility assists such as 
wheelchairs, and scooters. If a large print hymn book and a large 
print order of service will improve your worship experience, we 
have them – just ask!  
 Infants, toddlers, and children are welcome as part of our worship 
in the sanctuary! At the same time, nursery care is available - 
experienced, caring childcare givers will look after your young ones 
if that helps you participate in the worship service. Following the 
first part of the service each Sunday, many of our school-aged 
children and youth go with their leaders to “Cool Church.” Children 
who are visiting are invited to join in!  
    After the service, everyone reconnects in the Community Room 
over refreshments. 

 

 
Through Canada Helps by going to www.northleaunited.ca 
 
 

Northlea United Church 
125 Brentcliffe Road, Toronto, ON, M4G 3Y7   

 
 

www.northleaunited.ca     416-425-5252     office@northleaunited.ca 
 
 

Minister:  Lee-Ann Ahlstrom     lee-ann@northleaunited.ca 
Administrative Coordinator:  Barb Ferguson     barb@northleaunited.ca 

Facility Manager: Robert Pringle     building@northleaunited.ca 
Cool Church Coordinator: Kim Stanbury     kim@northleaunited.ca 

Cool Church Music Specialist: Daniel Stefan   danielstefanmusic@gmail.com 
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Northlea United Church 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 
Trinity Sunday 

 

Minister – Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 

Guest Music Director - John Derksen 
 

 (*) Please stand if you are comfortable and able. 

Bold letters indicate words to be said by the whole congregation. 
 

~ Gathering ~ 
 

Prelude: My Song is Love Unknown R. Vaughan Williams 
 

During the prelude you are welcome to come forward  

and light a tealight candle on the table at the front.  
 

Welcome, Announcements, Joys and Concerns 
 

Call to Worship:   

     We gather this morning in the name of the Creator, 

     timeless and full of mystery, 

     in the name of Jesus Christ, born to set us free; 

    and in the name of the Spirit, who powers us in love, 

  Creator God, 

  in this time we call “now” 

  and in this space we call “here” 

  we worship you. 

 Make your presence felt among us,  

 as we gather in celebration of the life you give. 
 

*Gathering Music: Praise with Joy the World’s Creator  

Voices United #312 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle Jim Hartley 

May we be keepers of the Light; 

shining hope in the midst of darkness. 
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Greetings of Peace - The congregation is invited to share the 

peace of Christ with one another. 

 Sung Response             Voices United #370 

  Send your Holy Spirit on your gathered people, 

  merciful and loving God, hear us, as we pray.  
 

Opening Prayer: 

      Almighty God, 

      Your Spirit swept over the waters of creation; 

      You sweep over us even now,  

      creating something new. 

      Call us away from the distractions of the world 

      to experience what You are doing here, in us, 

      and through us, and in our world. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: (Paraphrase Voices United #916) 

 Eternal Spirit, 

 Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

 Source of all that is and that shall be.  

 Father and Mother of us all, 

 Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

 The hallowing of your name echo 

  through the universe!  

 The way of your justice be followed 

  by the peoples of the world! 

 Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings!  

 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

        With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

        In the hurts we absorb from one another,  

              forgive us.  

        In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

        From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

        From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

        For you reign in the glory of the power that is  love, 

         now and forever.  

  Amen.  



3 
 

~ Listening ~ 

 

Prayer for Understanding: 

 O God, open our hearts and minds 

 by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

 that as the scriptures are read 

 and your Word is proclaimed, 

 we may hear what you are saying to us today.  

 Amen.  

Readings: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Response: 

 Here what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

  The Spirit is still speaking, thanks be to God. 

Anthem:  Three Things I promise Wren/Damon 

Message:  The Power of Three  

*Hymn: The Play of the Godhead  More Voices #43 

 

~ Responding ~ 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music 

*Offertory Response: Voices United #540 

 Grant us God the grace of giving,  

 with a Spirit large and free, 

 that ourselves and all our living, 

 we may offer faithfully.  

*Offertory Prayer: 

 For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

  and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

   we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

   May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we 

   give.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
*Hymn: I Come with Joy          Voices United #477 
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Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Communion Prayers 
God is with you! 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to our Creator. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
you our thanks and praise, O God! 
 

You created the world by speaking life into being. You placed within us 
and within each plant and animal of your creation amazing abilities to 
form and nurture new life, so that your creation might be renewed, 
reborn, season by season, child by child. 
 

You covenanted with your people and gave them Law that showed the 
way of Life–a path of peace, justice, mercy, reverence, love. 
 

You provided wise men and women as judges for your people to show 
them the path to Life. 
 

You called forth prophets who dared to speak the truth of Life to 
worldly powers that promoted death. 
 

You sent Jesus, your Son, to walk in the way of Life—that we might 
follow. He suffered and died because of his refusal to participate in the 
death-dealing violence of the world. He rose again in victory because 
the powers of death cannot overcome the Divine power  
of Life. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

You are holy, O God of Life, and holy is Jesus Christ, your Son,  
the resurrected One. 
 

You sent your only-begotten, in whom your fullness dwells, 
to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. 
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Revealing your love, radiating your life, Jesus taught those who 
listened to him, healed those who believed in him, received all who 
sought him. 
 

He enacted peace in the midst of violence, love in the face of hate, he 
offered Divine Life to all people suffering under worldly forces of 
death. 
 

We thank you, God, for the incredible gift of Jesus,  
the Word made flesh. 
 

Through his resurrection Life you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,  
and made us a new people. 
 

It is as the renewed, redeemed, enlivened people of God 
that we gather this morning and remember . . .  
 

The Bread 
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat. This my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

The Cup 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

  Longing to experience and share the fullness of Life  
  that you offer, 
  we take these gifts that you have given us,  
  this bread and this cup, 
  and celebrate with joy the eternal Life offered to us  
  through Jesus Christ. 
 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
and upon these your gifts of bread and cup. 
 

By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ and  
with all who seek to follow in his life-giving way,  
that we may further your reign of peace and justice in every place. 
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In the eating of this bread, as the substance of Christ’s teachings, and 
in the sharing of this cup, as Christ’s passionate love, 
we invite your life to fill us; 
we invite your Spirit to lead us ever more faithfully  
to be the body of Christ in the world. 
 

All glory and honor are yours, eternal God, now and forever.  
 

Amen. 
 

As we prepare to eat the meal, let us share together the proclamation 
of our faith: 
 

 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Sharing the meal  
(Our communion is gluten free and will be served at your seats.)  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy, gracious, God, 
Here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. 
We have rested in the depth of your love; 
We have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; 
We accept your Spirit into our bodies, into our lives. 
Together, at this table, you have offered us life. 
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer. 
And we give you thanks. 

 

*Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore You  Voices United #232 

              (verses 1 & 4)  

*Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Postlude: Old 100th Johann Pachelbel 
 

Sunday Morning Ministries - Thank You! 

Welcoming: Anne and Stan Murray 

Reading: Marnie Phoenix 

Serving Communion: Diana Bennett, Roy Bennett,  

Lucy Platt, Lois Scott 

Sound: Ron Scott 

Kitchen Hospitality: Susane Orlowski and Anthony Policicchio 
 

Lectionary Readings: 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13;  

Matthew 28:16-20 
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After service last 

Sunday we filled the 

bulletin board (just 

outside of the church 

office) with the many 

ways in which people 

connect, serve and 

help! Take a minute, 

and look at it on your 

way to coffee time! 

 

 

Coming Up: 

Council Meeting - Mon June 12 - 7:00 pm 

Refugee Support Group - Wed June 14 - 7:00 pm 

 Please feel free to come along to this open group if you want to 
 be involved with the work of welcoming and settling new   
 comers to Canada and especially those who begin a new live in 
 Canada in our local area. 
Artist’s Circle - Thurs June 15 - 1:30 pm 

Sunday, June 18 – Guest Judy Leroux will be talking about “Youth 
 Without Shelter”, music will be led by the Sunday Morning Band, 
 and we will be sending Kim off with a fond farewell and cake! 
  Judy Leroux joined the Youth Without Shelter Team in 2007 
 as Development and Engagement Manager.  In this role Judy 
 lead’s the shelters’ fundraising, volunteer and community 
 engagement initiatives.  Throughout both her corporate and non-
 profit sector careers Judy has been inspired by a quote from the 
 anthropologist Margaret Mead:  “Never doubt that a small group 
 of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed 
 it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
 Information about Judy and Youth Without Shelter can be found 
 on the Welcome Board or at www.yws.on.ca 
Labyrinth Walk - Wed June 21 - 7:30 pm 

 Join us for a quiet, contemplative Summer Solstice Labyrinth   
 Walk. The evening will begin with prayers and readings,   
 includes time for quiet reflection, a candle lit walk, creative   
 collage expressions, and all with Summer friendly music.    
 



8 
 

 
At the congregational meeting last Sunday we spent some time 

talking about how we can enhance our current music program, renew 

the garden, support “Youth without Shelter”, connect with our 

neighbours in Thorncliffe Park and develope our congregational 

connections. Marnie will be discussing some of the results of this in 

the near future! 

 

 

Joint Summer Worship Schedule 

Getting together with our friends from Leaside 

Presbyterian Church over the summer months has 

been a long-standing tradition and is always enjoyable! 

This year, Leaside Presbyterian Church leads joint 

summer worship at their church in July (670 Eglinton Ave E.) and in 

August (and on September 3) Northlea leads the service here at 

Northlea. 

 
 Lee-Ann’s Pondering … 

Each week in NewsBites, Lee-Ann writes an 

article for people to think about, perhaps 
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take action, or to just know about.  If you don’t receive NewsBites, 

there are copies posted on the “Welcome Board”.  
 

 

The Merger Facilitation Team Draws to a Close 

Last Monday, June 5, the Merger Facilitation Team (Lee Ann 

Ahlstrom, Gerry Boekema, Marcia Camaraire, John Donelan, Douglas 

duCharme, Susan Frank, Doug Joyce, Marnie Phoenix, Bev Vanstone 

and Alana White) had their final meeting.  Their mandate, to facilitate 

the merger of Northlea and Bedford Park United Churches, is now 

complete. They celebrated the formal approval of the Covenant 

Agreement between the two churches and the first Congregational 

Meeting that celebrated this event.  At that meeting, Trustees were 

appointed (Diane Carlton, Marcia Camaraire, Susan Frank, Scott 

Gilland and David Hamilton), Lee-Ann’s appointment was approved 

for another three years, and the stage is being set for our next piece of 

work.  You’ll be hearing about that soon! 
 

From the Refugee Support Group… A great big thank-you to all 

of those who have given so generously to the Summer Clothing Drive. 

This clothing drive was extended for a month and concluded on 

Sunday 28th May. Once again we have been moved by the 

generousity of the Northlea United Church congregation who say 

more about who they are by these actions than words could ever 

express. The clothing was given to New Circles for their GLOW 

programme (Gently Loved Outfits to Wear). This is a free clothing 

service that ensures that thousands of newcomers and other families 

who are economically vulnerable can meet their basic need for 

clothing. If you have good quality clothing you would like to go to a 

good home New Circles will accept donations at any time. Thank you 

all again for your generousity. 


