
 
 

 
 Welcome! A few things you should know about us: 
Expect to be greeted and welcomed! Expect to fit in if 

you bring your coffee or your pet with you. Expect the church to be a 
safe space and accessible for those with mobility assists such as 
wheelchairs, and scooters. If a large print hymn book and a large 
print order of service will improve your worship experience, we 
have them – just ask!  
 Infants, toddlers, and children are welcome as part of our worship 
in the sanctuary! At the same time, nursery care is available - 
experienced, caring childcare givers will look after your young ones 
if that helps you participate in the worship service. Following the 
first part of the service each Sunday, many of our school-aged 
children and youth go with their leaders to “Cool Church.” Children 
who are visiting are invited to join in!  
    After the service, everyone reconnects in the Community Room 
over refreshments. 

 

 
Through Canada Helps by going to www.northleaunited.ca 
 
 

Northlea United Church 
125 Brentcliffe Road, Toronto, ON, M4G 3Y7   

 
 

www.northleaunited.ca     416-425-5252     office@northleaunited.ca 
 
 

Minister:  Lee-Ann Ahlstrom     lee-ann@northleaunited.ca 
Administrative Coordinator:  Barb Ferguson     barb@northleaunited.ca 

Facility Manager: Robert Pringle     building@northleaunited.ca 
Cool Church Coordinator: Kim Stanbury     kim@northleaunited.ca 

Cool Church Music Specialist: Daniel Stefan   danielstefanmusic@gmail.com 
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Northlea United Church 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 

Pentecost Sunday 

 
Minister – Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 

Guest Music Director - John Derksen 

Guest Musicians - Jesse Boxer-Meyrowitz – Double Bass,  

Felix Fox-Pappas - Piano, George Nikolov – Drums 

Marcia Camaraire - Flute 
 

 (*) Please stand if you are comfortable and able. 

Bold letters indicate words to be said by the whole congregation. 
 

~ Gathering ~ 
 

Prelude: Blessed Jesus, at your word J.S. Bach 
 

During the prelude you are welcome to come forward  

and light a tea light candle on the table at the front.  
 

Welcome, Announcements, Joys and Concerns 

Call to Worship:   

   God’s Spirit calls to our spirit, 

  inviting us to worship. 

   God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 

  inviting us by love.  

   God’ Spirit calls to our spirits, 

  calling us by name, 

  calling us to grow in faith, 

  calling us to be made new.  

   We come to worship in this season of the Spirit.  

  Amen. 
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*Gathering Music:  Yahweh Be Praised More Voices #51 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

May we be keepers of the Light; 

shining hope in the midst of darkness. 
 

Greetings of Peace - The congregation is invited to share the peace of 

Christ with one another. 

 Sung Response             More Voices #97 

  Listen, God is calling,  

  through the Word inviting, 

  offering forgiveness,  

  comfort and joy.  
 

Opening Prayer: 

We lift our hearts to you, O God, after the rest of the 

night. We thank you for the beauty of the day and the 

opportunities of coming to this place of worship.  

We pray for all who are here with special needs today. 

May they experience your presence and feel their 

burdens lightened. Help us to worship you in spirit and 

in truth, through him who instructed us to pray . . .   
 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 

~ Listening ~ 
 

*Hymn: Oh a Song Must Rise  More Voices #142 
 

Children’s Message  
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Prayer for Understanding: 

 O God, open our hearts and minds 

 by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

 that as the scriptures are read 

 and your Word is proclaimed, 

 we may hear what you are saying to us today.  

Amen.  

Readings: Acts 2:1-4, 1 Corinthians 12:4-13    

Response: 

 Here what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

The Spirit is still speaking, thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem: Come, Holy Spirit Taizé 
 

Inspiration Message: By the Spirit  
 

*Hymn: Spirit of the Living God  Voices United #376 

 

~ Responding ~ 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music 

*Offertory Response: Voices United #540 

 Grant us God the grace of giving,  

 with a Spirit large and free, 

 that ourselves and all our living, 

 we may offer faithfully.  

*Offertory Prayer: 

 For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

  and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

  we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

  May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that  

 We give.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

*Hymn: There’s a Spirit in the Air  Voices United #582 
 

*Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Postlude 
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Sunday Morning Ministries - Thank You! 

Welcoming: Diana and Roy Bennett 

Reading: Ron Plunkett 

Sound: Doug Joyce 

Kitchen Hospitality: Rosalind and John Dekker 
 

Lectionary Readings:  

*Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

Coming Up! 

Congregational Meeting – Today, after the service 
Youth Group Meeting – Today, 1 pm – in the Youth Room 

Merger Facilitation Group – Mon June 5 – 7 pm 
Taizé Service – Wed June 7 – 8 pm 

Artists’ Circle – Thurs June 8 – 1:30 pm 
 

Joint Summer Worship Schedule 

Getting together with our friends from Leaside Presbyterian 
Church over the summer months has been a long-standing 
tradition and is always enjoyable! This year, Leaside 
Presbyterian Church leads joint summer worship at their 

church I July (670 Eglinton Ave E.) and in August (and on September 3) 
Northlea leads the service here at Northlea. 
 

Taizé Service –  
Wednesday, June 7, 2017 – 8 pm 
Everyone is invited – especially 
those who like to sing! Taizé at 
Northlea is an informal service of 
prayer that combines candlelight, 
silence and Scripture with simple 
chants to help build awareness of 
God’s presence in ourselves, and in 
community. 
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Last Sunday, the Confirmation Class, 
along with Kim, Lee-Ann and parents, 
went on a field trip down to 
Emmanuel College and Regis College. 
They spent time examining The 
Crucified Woman and the Homeless 
Jesus Statues and discussing their 
impact on our perspectives of Jesus. It 
was an insightful afternoon, exploring 
our faith and what version of Jesus 
best suits our life currently.  
 
 

 

 

 

   
Above: Daniella, Itab, Nicholas and Pamela.  Last Sunday we celebrated the 
their one-year Anniversary of being in Toronto and being part of Northlea’s 
church family!  Pamela (left) was very busy gathering community prayers 
for her Prayer Chain during the celebrations! 
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Lee-Ann’s Pondering … 
 

Last Sunday I spoke of the ‘long loving gaze’ 
which was inspired by the Ascension story. There 
is clearly something to the notion of spending 
time just being present with life ‘as it is’ in an 
accepting, non-judgemental way, as it turns out 

that the Ignatian community has a spiritual practice for this.  I discovered it 
through Google on Ignationspirituality.com. See:   
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/6277/a-long-loving-look-at-the-real 
 

The short version is . . .  
1) Give yourself permission and time to just be still and present with 

whatever you are focusing on without ‘thinking’ about it.  

2) Bring loving attention; don’t judge what you encounter there, trust 

that the Spirit will bring you whatever awareness you need without 

you trying to think about it, and acknowledge that there are flaws 

and imperfections in everything that simply need acceptance. 

3) Look at the truth of what is before you, including the fears, worries 

and insecurities that emerge. Your capacity for ‘managing’ the 

reality of life in a grace filled way comes from the loving, accepting 

and forgiving attention you allow . . . including for yourself.   

In our busy, competitive, overwhelming and fear based world, one of the 
greatest gifts we can offer is our own inner peace. I will be hosting a small 
group series in August for those who would like to learn more about the 
long loving gaze. Let me know if you would be interested in joining one the 
groups. There will be three sessions for each group. I look forward to gazing 
with you!!  
 

Group 1 – August 16, 23, 30, 2pm – 4pm 
Group 2 – August 16, 23, 30, 7pm – 9pm  
 

This Sunday is Pentecost. We’ll be celebrating the many ways the Spirit calls 
us to action and stillness in our community and in the world.    
 

More Community Information 

can be found on the Welcome Board 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/6277/a-long-loving-look-at-the-real

